Cochituate State Park Advisory Committee

April 11, 2007

Julian Munnich, Chairman

Natick Planning Board

13 East Central St.

Natick, MA 01760

RE: Boston Scientific Helipad

Dear Mr. Munnich,

The Cochituate State Park Advisory Committee unanimously opposes the expansion of the special permit previously granted to Boston Scientific to operate a helipad, and requests that it be scaled back or not renewed.

We last went on record before the Natick Planning Board early in January 2002, to oppose continuing Boston Scientific's helipad operations near Lake Cochituate. We pointed out that this private operation, for a few individuals, projects loud and objectionable noise pollution into our state park, and can project that noise across flat water, with very little attenuation, into a residential neighborhood.

Based on our experience since 2002, we now reaffirm those concerns.

Although we are aware of a sound barrier, constructed in late 2002, this only partially reduces on-ground idling engine noise, and does not reduce the far louder noise during ascent and descent.

For these reasons, the CSPAC again asks the Natick Planning Board to refuse this expansion, and to refuse continuing use of a helicopter at this location per section 2(g) of the recently expired special permit of 2002.

We separately request that special permits, in general, should always require regular renewal, and that the time between renewals not be increased.

Finally, the Cochituate State Park Advisory Committee is very disappointed that it was not notified of the initial March date for this special permit hearing. As a prior participant, and given the obvious impact on Lake Cochituate, we expected more inclusive treatment. We urge your board  to develop better future contact procedures with our group and with other participating organizations and affected citizens.

Sincerely,

Nathaniel Bogan

Chairman, Cochituate State Park Advisory Committee

nathaniel_bogan@alum.mit.edu    (508) 650-6976

