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________MILLER  MICROCOMPUTER  SERVICES________

61 Lake Shore Road, Natick, MA 01760-2099, USA – 508/653-6136 (9am-9pm) – TheMillers@millermicro.com

October 19, 2007

To: "MassPike/Marie Breen, General Council" <Marie.Breen@masspike.com>, 

 "MassPike/Mary Jane O'Meara, Executive Director" <MaryJane.OMeara@masspike.com>

Subject: Comment, Public Hearing in Framingham On MassPike Toll Structure  Changes

A PUBLIC COMMENT LETTER TO THE MASSACHUSETTS TURNPIKE AUTHORITY 
by A. Richard Miller, Natick Massachusetts 
re Public Hearing in Framingham On MassPike Toll Structure Changes 

I serve on various Town of Natick, regional and Massachusetts boards and committees (see below) which seek to improve road management, to reduce the health and safety impacts of road use, and to encourage alternate transportation. I have participated in deliberations about the Massachusetts Turnpike for nearly forty years. Please hear my thoughts. 

The time to return MassPike to normal highway management - MassHighway - is long overdue. The original 1952 bargain, to create a superhighway using temporary bonding and temporary road tolls, has been twisted into a permanent tax burden for the host communities, one which has paid some people far too much while collecting local fees at least five times greater than were warranted for the creation of this highway. Because this tax is not a normal one, it has not received normal correction over time. Once again we are in denial. We still discuss how to increase the unfair burden. We SHOULD be discussing how to end it - and how much to reimburse those who have overpaid for so very long. 

This special tax takes several forms. Users of the MassPike, and especially MetroWest users, pay much more money than what the rest of the Commonwealth calls a fair share of road cost. First, they pay their fair share for the other roads. Second, they pay again, and at a much higher rate, for the road that serves them. Third, they even pay the share for the western half of this same MassPike! They pay this special tax even when toll booths back up, giving them worse service rather than the better service that this road was designed to deliver. 

The collection of this special tax results in other special taxes. Each time the toll booths back up, people lose time and money, they waste precious gasoline, and they increase their carbon footprint. Each time the toll booths back up, downwind citizens inhale noxious fumes which adversely affect their health. Each time cars avoid the Pike because of its extra and unfair cost, traffic builds up on adjacent and smaller roads despite our residents having paid - many times over - to create this supposed solution. And when some long since paid for and no longer needed MassPike property can be returned to community use (for example, a bike path for alternative transportation), the community - which has paid for it repeatedly - is asked to pay for it one more time, at increased property values, rather than returning it through the normal Commonwealth surplus process. The visual pollution of billboard-sized rest-stop signs tends to be overlooked by many, but it is another special tax. So is the loss of privacy, when the MassPike database automatically records and can track many toll payers. In these ways and others, the unretired and unretiring toll road creates related problems. Although these special taxes are ignored by MassPike accounting, they are real, expensive and extremely unfair both to the Pike users and to near neighbors to the Pike.


Obviously, the income from this local, special tax constitutes an attractive cash cow and thus has continuing appeal to the majority of the Commonwealth's lawmakers who do NOT live here or pay these tolls. That bodes ill for new bond bills which may also morph into local tar pits. Refocus your vision on fairness. Restore fairness here, by folding the Massachusetts Turnpike into MassHighway and reducing overhead, by eliminating tollbooth lines, congestion and pollution, and by reimbursing the local communities for the decades of special taxing that have been the hallmark of this broken bargain. 

Once a political decision is made to treat this issue fairly, a financial adjustment must follow in order to replace this unfair and unhealthy cash cow. Why not in a direct manner? Adjust the Mass. highway use tax to maintain highways realistically, and skew that use tax to encourage efficient alternatives to gas-hog commuting. 

During the hour I attended last week's Framingham hearing, the sound system was so "muddy" that most attendees were unable to understand most of the speakers. Sadly, that also illustrates the history of this unfair special tax. You are fettered, as are we. But what CAN you say? Please say it! Get us a better hearing, one which can right these wrongs. 

Sincerely, 
--Dick Miller, Partner, MMS <TheMillers@millermicro.com> 
  Member, Massachusetts Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Board 
  Member, MetroWest Growth Mngmnt. Committee Transportation Task Force 
  Member, Cochituate State Park Advisory Committee 
  Member, Natick Cochituate Rail Trail Task Force 
  Member, Natick Soldier System Center Restoration Advisory Board 
  Associate Member, Natick Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
  Associate Member, Framingham Cochituate Rail Trail Committee 
  Chairperson, Natick Cancer Study Task Force (inactive) 

