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NBPAC List of Accomplishments, 2001-2002

Monday, May 6th, 2002

Dear Natick Selectmen:

The Natick Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee is pleased to report the following accomplishments during the past year. A more detailed list of our activities is attached.

1. COCHITUATE RAIL TRAIL (http://www.millermicro.com/crt.html):

We cooperated with groups in neighboring towns to develop and publicize the regional Cochituate Rail Trail. The trail currently extends from Saxonville to the Natick border and will eventually extend to Natick Center, and includes side trails to the Village of Cochituate (Snake Brook Trail, completed) and Natick Mall & Shoppers World (proposed).

2. NATICK SAFETY: 

We worked with Natick Police and other town officials to promote bicycle and pedestrian safety in Natick.

We cooperated with town and state officials to improve bicycle and pedestrian safety in the design phase of upcoming construction, including Route 135 and the Route 9 bridge over Lake Cochituate.

4. NATICK TRANSPORTATION: 

We made efforts to promote transportation by bicycling and walking, to decrease automobile traffic and increase public health.

5. NATICK RECREATIONAL: 

We provided programs, map, hand-outs and Maureen Sullivan’s online Natick Walking Tour guide to expose residents to bicycle and walking opportunities within Natick.

6. MISCELLANEOUS: 

We tracked bills in the Mass. Legislature which affect bicyclists and pedestrians.

Sincerely,

A. Richard Miller, Chairman

Other voting members:

Melvin F. Albert, Stephen Broadley, Martin Kessell, Joshua Lombard, Jill A. Miller, Mara Yale (resigned March 2002).

Associate members:

John Brennan, Ken DelPapa, Susan Geiser, Ron Ordway, and Laura Senier.

A. Richard Miller, Chairman 

(508/653-6136, 9am-9pm; TheMillers@millermicro.com; http://www.millermicro.com/crt.html)

Monthly meetings: Normally in Natick Police Conference Room on first Mondays, 7-9pm. 

The NBPAC was founded in 1997, recognized by the Natick Selectmen in 1998, and reconfirmed in 2001 with seven voting members (plus non-voting members). The purpose of the committee is to make Natick more bicycle and pedestrian friendly and to work with Town and regional agencies and local businesses to those ends. The committee serves as a facilitator of State and Federal funded improvements for alternate transportation, for recreational trails, and for street crossings and sidewalks in Natick. The committee also sponsors public talks, leads efforts toward a trail along the Sudbury Aqueduct, and co-leads along with the Framingham BPAC and Cochituate State Park Advisory Committee efforts toward the Cochituate Rail Trail and other Town and regional trails. It leads easy walks and bicycle rides to feature local routes and recreational areas, channels public safety suggestions to appropriate agencies, and generally informs and acts in these interests.
NBPAC Detailed List of Accomplishments, 2001-2002

1. COCHITUATE RAIL TRAIL: 

We cooperated with groups in neighboring towns to develop and publicize the regional Cochituate Rail Trail. The trail currently extends from Saxonville to the Natick border and will eventually extend to Natick Center, and includes side trails to the Village of Cochituate (Snake Brook Trail, completed) and Natick Mall & Shoppers World (proposed).

· We publicized and helped with trail clearings of the CRT in Framingham during the summer of 2001. 

· We critiqued designs of trail/road crossing on other rail trails, so we can optimally design crossing when the CRT is built. We participated in the design process for the portion of the CRT that is in Framingham.

· Members of the Committee were instrumental in creating a glossy Cochituate Rail Trail brochure which has been printed by REI and we continue to distribute the CRT-shirts that are funded by The MathWorks, Inc. 

· We publicized the regional Cochituate Rail Trail project during the events of Bike Week in May, 2001 and plan to do so during the upcoming Bike Week, May 11-19, 2002.

· We have planned a library display about the CRT, to appear in Natick and Framingham libraries.

· We manned a booth at Natick Days and handed out CRT maps and bicycle-safety brochures.

2. NATICK SAFETY: 

We worked with Natick Police and other town officials to promote bicycle and pedestrian safety in Natick.

· We coordinated with the Natick Safety Committee on several projects. 

· We established a working relationship between our committee and the Natick Police Department and Chief Mannix.

· We noted and reported to the appropriate Town departments and MassHighway several poorly-maintained sidewalks and curb cuts, which were subsequently repaired. And we continue to work on this issue as we become aware of new problems. 

· We reported a missing RR-crossing sign at the accident-prone Lake Street grade crossing. 

· We are helping the Natick Police Department reestablish its bicycle registration program; at Natick Days, we assisted in recording and registering bikes at the annual Police Bicycle Auction. 

· We manned a booth at Natick Days and handed out CRT maps and bicycle-safety brochures.

· We sent a representative to Mass Highway's TEA-21 (formerly ISTEA) conference in Worcester, which had many good presentations on bicycle and pedestrian safety. The committee is planning to schedule a seminar on the subject at the Natick Police training room. 

· We determined DPW sidewalk plowing policy and prepared press releases to publicize those policies as soon as major snowstorms are predicted.

· We have discussed the possible impact of the Segway Personal Transporter on pedestrian and bicycle safety.

We cooperated with town and state officials to improve bicycle and pedestrian safety in the design phase of upcoming construction, including Route 135 and the Route 9 bridge over Lake Cochituate.

· We introduced the idea of installing a raised crosswalk (previously called a speed table) at the Kennedy Senior Center, in place of its much-complained-about speed bumps. 

· We attended Mass Highway's design hearing for the reconstruction of the Route 9 bridge over Lake Cochituate, and made suggestions for improvements for the safety of pedestrians and bicyclists. 

· We proposed to review development plans for pedestrian and bicycle issues; Sarkis Sarkisian will flag appropriate issues to our attention.

3. NATICK TRANSPORTATION: 

We made efforts to promote transportation by bicycling and walking, to decrease automobile traffic and increase public health.

· We are coordinating with MetroWest/495 Transportation Management Association on alternate transportation issues. MetroWest TMA sponsors the Rail Link bus, Bike To Work Week, bicycle facilities at workplaces, and other alternative transportation initiatives to reduce congestion and improve air quality. 

· We encourage businesses (downtown and malls) to install bicycle racks. MetroWest TMA may be able to help obtain a grant to promote bike racks at malls. 

· We are exploring ways to encourage students to safely bike and walk to school. This would be more healthful, and may help reduce busing costs.

5. NATICK RECREATIONAL: 

We provided programs, map, hand-outs and Maureen Sullivan’s online Natick Walking Tour guide to expose residents to bicycle and walking opportunities within Natick.

· We led walks and bike rides to the new Snake Brook Trail on the Natick-Wayland line, to Pegan Cove Park, and to other scenic locations in Natick.

· We instructed our member who is on the Open Space Committee to keep the needs of bicyclists and pedestrians before that committee and to notify us when items before that committee may be appropriate for our attention. 

6. MISCELLANEOUS: 

We tracked bills in the Mass. Legislature which affect bicyclists and pedestrians.
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