NATICK BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE

61 Lake Shore Road, Natick, MA 01760-2099, USA–508/653-6136 (9am-9pm)–TheMillers@millermicro.com


Wednesday, November 1, 2000

Wednesday, April 11th, 2007

Re: Special Permit for Boston Scientific Helipad

Julian Munnich, Chairman

Natick Planning Board 
Town Hall
Natick MA 01760 

Mr. Munnich and board members: 


By unanimous vote at its meeting of April 9th, the Natick Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee strongly opposes re-permitting or expanding the scope of the Boston Scientific helipad for these reasons:

1. Pedestrian and bicycle use and enjoyment of the adjacent rail trail and adjacent state park are adversely affected by the proposed helicopter traffic, without sufficient justification.

2. The noise control wall constructed by Boston Scientific does not adequately contain the excessive and unjustified noise from helicopter takeoffs and landings.

3. If the noise levels are within the 95-decibel level, that is an unreasonable level for this environment. Despite the applicant's claim, compaints have been filed by nearby residents and by some even farther away; it will sound even louder to users of the rail trail. Typically, noise disturbances have been allowed for the public good, such as mediflights, police use, and public safety. One corporation’s noise disturbance, for the purpose of avoiding road traffic to or from an airport at which the corporate helicopter could be parked, does not fit these purposes.


Please be considerate of Lake Cochituate and the coming Cochituate Rail Trail.

For the Natick Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee, 


A. Richard Miller, Chairman

