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c/o  1 Frost Street


Natick, MA 01760

April 1, 2002

Board of Selectman

Town of Natick

Town Hall

13 East Central Street

Natick, MA. 01760

RE:
PEGAN COVE PARK

Dear Board Members:

It has come to the Natick Historical Commission’s attention that you have been, and are continuing to, consider changing the name of this important historical property.  We strongly object to such renaming without respect for Natick’s unique local history.  The earliest settlers of this community are known to us through such naming in their honor.  Do we deny our own descendents that knowledge and appreciation?  (Your Board has already recently removed the name from nearby Whitney Field without any consideration of its 17th Century roots.)

  The Pegan Cove name honors both the original Native American inhabitants as well as the previous locally descendent owners of this town.  Pegan Brook empties into Lake Cochituate in this Park.  Since the Town of Natick has acknowledged our Pegan family forebears for more than 250 years, what compels this Board to change that now?

While history is alive and honoring contemporary heroes of our community is important, we must do so in new and creative ways without sacrificing the past.  Is it possible that our grandchildren will find:

· Henry Wilson Shoe Shop was renamed in honor of a cherished selectman?

· Clark’s Block is Jonses’ Block in honor of the druggist?

· John Elliot Bridge and Dam are named for a Parks and Recreation leader?

On behalf of the Historical Commission, I trust that you will reconsider your renaming this park and seek other means and ways to honor others.  Ignoring our past will only deprive our future.

Very truly yours,

Stephen N. Evers, AIA

Chairman

Natick Historical Commission


Natick, Massachusetts 01760
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