The Town of Natick

is delighted to invite you to…

The Henry Sargent Hunnewell 

Memorial Town Forest

Re - Dedication Ceremony

Sat, May 22nd 1pm – 2pm

Guided Nature Walk

New Trail Map

Orienteering Course & Geo-cache

Find the treasure that has been hidden in the Town Forest for years. [Hint:  N42, 17.812    W71, 20.556] 

Parking at Oak St. entrance

(between Lilja School and RT 9)

Town of Natick

Natick, Mass

Hunnewell Town Forest

Natick, Mass 

Plant and Wildlife Communities

Due to its varied topography, Natick Town Forest supports an unusually rich variety of plant and animal communities. Here you will find pine-covered slopes, mixed hardwood forest, a small stream, a marsh and a small pond. While the hill is probably underlain with bedrock, it is covered with glacial “till” (a mixture of sand, gravel and rocks) left behind by the last glacier 10,000 years ago.

The steeper slopes of the large hill are covered with pine trees that effectively block the sunlight needed by most other plants. There are areas with escaped garden shrubs. The lower, damper places support red maple trees and sweet pepperbush shrubs. Watch out for the abundant poison ivy along some of the trails.

As you might expect, the nuts from the pines and the acorns from the oak trees nourish a number of small animals. Gray squirrels, chipmunks, skunks, opossums and raccoons live here. They are all animals which enjoy eating acorns, and which will live this close to people. Undoubtedly fox and coyote use this area for hunting. Deer move around a lot during autumn; you may be lucky enough to see one then.

At the top of the hill, near the water tank, you may sight a soaring red-tailed hawk, or a turkey vulture. The “red-tails” have been here since before the white man, but turkey vultures have only moved this far north since 1985.

Down in the marsh there are sure to be Canada geese and mallard ducks. Other kinds of ducks visit during migration. Muskrats live in the marsh. Otters also come through the marsh on their travels; during the winter, look for their slides in the snow and on the ice.

by Jill Miller of Natick, Massachusetts (May 2004)
